[Results of comprehensive data collection concerning urologic laparoscopy].
To evaluate the current status of laparoscopy, the "Working Group Laparoscopy" of the German Urological Association performed a questionnaire among urologists in Germany. Of 300 questionnaires 183 were returned and analyzed (61%): 54% of the departments already performed laparoscopy and another 50% are planning to introduce this technique. The major concerns are economical (70%), long learning curve (92%), investment (53%), and lack of scientific data (76%). Simple nephrectomy, cryptorchism, and varicoceles are treated by 66, 59, and 58 of the 96 departments laparoscopically (of 183 resp.). Laparoscopic surgery for radical prostatectomy and tumor nephrectomy is done by 32 and 34 of 96 departments. Only a minority of the centers performs more than 40 laparoscopies per year and indication. Compared to a survey conducted in 1995, the acceptance level of this technique has increased (100% vs 48%). Only a minority of the departments performs more than 40 laparoscopic interventions per year for one indication.